“The death of an Alim is the death of the entire universe”
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A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF |

| MAULANA SAYYID QASIM ZUBAIR ALI .,

\ By Qari Abdullah Is’haq j

Mauléna Sayyid Qasim Ali S&hib was the second son of Hadrat Maulana
Sayyid Zubair Al ..

BIRTH & LINEAGE

Maulana Qasim Ali Sahib was born on the 8" of September 1952 in Leslie.
His family lineage links up to Rasdlullah # through Sayyidun& Hasan Bin Ali
45, hence he was a Hasani Sayyid.

INITIAL EDUCATION

Mauland Qasim Alf Sahib .x: attained his initial and elementary Islamic
education at home. He then attended the local Leslie Maktab. Among his
Ustdds was Jandb Munshi Sahib ... Mauland Qésim All Sahib .
attended the Leslie School up till standard six. He memorised the Noble
Qur'an under his father; Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Zubair Al S&hib 4,

MIAX’S FARM

Thereafter, Mauland Qasim Ali proceeded to Mia's Farm and revised the
Qur'an by none other than Hadrat Hafiz Abdurrahmén Mia Séahib ... He
was also appointed as the Imam of the Jam&’at Khana at the hostel.
Together with this, Maulan& studied the elementary kitdbs of Farsi and
Arabic under the expert guidance of Hadrat Mufti Ibrahim Sanjalwi S&hib
24 . He studied in Mia’s Farm till 1971.

DARUL-ULUM DEOBAND

In 1972 Maulana went to India and took admission in the world famous
Darul-Ulom Deoband. He completed the Alim Fadil course and also attained
a certificate in Tajwid from the Darul-UlOm. He graduated in 1975, and then
spent some time in Tabligh. In 1976 he returned to South Africa.

MARRIAGE

In January 1977, he married Apa Z. Durwesh - the daughter of Marhim
Ibrdhim Bhai Durwesh of Ophirton, Johannesburg. The ‘Durwesh’ family is
known for their piety, and Allah 4 has blessed them in that most of them are
Huffaz and ‘Ulama. Allah 4 did not grant Maulan& Qéasim Ali Sahib any
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children, but he was always happy with this decision of Allah 4£. However, he
loved children and used to take out time to entertain them.

SERVING DIN - DA'WAT AND TABLIGH

Hadrat Maulana Qéasim Ali Sahib .4: began serving Din initially from his
home town, Leslie. Then in 1981 he was offered a post in Actonville, Benoni
and served Din from there. Maulana was the senior Imam of the Actonville
Jamea Masjid as well as an Ustad at the Maktab Madrasah in Actonville.
Apart from these two great Khidmat, the rest of his time was spent in the
effort of Da’'wah and Tabligh. He used to be out meeting people concerning
Din (Ghusht & Mulagats). After serving Din in Actonville for thirteen years,
Maulana Qasim Ali Sahib .#: moved to Mayfair, with the sole purpose of
being free to spend all his time and efforts for Tabligh. He resided near the
Markaz; Baitun Noor. He was actively involved in all the efforts of Tabligh.
He used to attend the ‘Shab Guzari’ and Mashwarahs regularly. Nusrat of
Jamé&’ats, Khusdsi Mulagats, visiting the sick - at homes and the hospitals -
visiting the prisons, rendering ladies ta’lim talks etc. was part of his daily
routine. If a baby was born to someone or someone passed away etc. he
made a point of visiting the family at the first given opportunity. He had
made the welfare of the Ummat his life-mission. He was ‘a people’s man’.
He would travel great distances to accomplish this, yet if he felt that a visit
was not relevant, he avoided it very tactfully in his diplomatic way. This was
because he was very particular of time. By nature; he was a very thrifty
person in everything.

Maulana Qasim Ali Sahib .#: was an excellent orator. He used to travel
weekly to perform Jumu’ah Salah at various Masdjid around the country.
There would be very few Masdjid in South Africa wherein he did not deliver
a Jumu’ah programme.

SOME OF HIS NOBLE QUALITIES

Mauland Qasim Ali Sahib .4 was a very generous person. He used to
assist many of his needy relatives (especially in India and Pakistan), just as
he rendered assistance locally to many needy individuals, widows, families,
Ulam@, and brothers going out in Jam&’at. He did all this so discreetly that
none, not even his close family - were aware of these qualities.

He was a very clean hearted and a straight forward person. If something had
to be said, he said it as it was. He always said the truth and never kept
anything in his heart. He was a very jovial, jolly, lovable and humble person,
because of which people never got tired of him and wanted to be with him all
the time.

Among other salient qualities Maulana possessed were:
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. He had lot of love for the Noble Qur'an. Not a day passed when he did
not recite his fixed portion from the Qur'an, whether at home or on a
journey. He used to constantly listen to audio Qur'anic recitals and he
appreciated a good recitation.

. Da'wat & Amr bil Ma’rGf. He would give Da'wat to everyone he met
and wherever he met them. He always shared a word of advice with
anyone he met.

. Simplicity. He was a very humble and simple man as far as his
personal being was concerned. He did not have the love of the world
in his heart. He preferred to remain hidden and to be low profile. He
never caused difficulty to anyone.

. He had lot of time for the elderly, looked up to them and loved them.
He always visited the senior generation and took their du’as.

. He greeted everyone that he came across, even if it was a drunkard.

. He always gave due honour and respect to all Muazzins.

SIRAT-UN-NABI

Maulané Qéasim Ali S&hib .2 had an intense passion for Sirat and the lives
of the Sahébah 4. He always kept a kitdb on the subject of Sirat under his
mutéla’ah (reading). He promoted the lives of the Sah&bah 4 in his lectures
and always suggested the more unknown names of the Sahébah 4 to new
born babies.

Mauléna Qéasim Ali Sahib .#: travelled extensively in order to spread the
word of Dinul-Islam. He was fortunate to travel to over forty countries around
the globe.

BAY'AT

Maulana Qasim Al Sahib .4 had taken bay’at initially to Hadrat Shaikhul
Hadith, Maulana Muhammed Zakariya Sahib ... After his demise, he took
bay’at to Hadratji Hadrat Maulana Masfhullah Sahib Jalalabadi .4:.. Then in
June 1997, he undertook a journey with Hadrat Maulana Hakim Muhammed
Akhtar Sahib to Turkey, and he took bay’at on the hands of Hadrat Hakim
Sahib at the Mazér (resting place) of Hadrat Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi &,
in Qunya. According to his sister, after this, he served Din with much more
enthusiasm and fervour.

& GREAT ASSET TO DARUL-ULUM AZAADVILLE

Mauland Qasim Ali Sahib . and his elder brother Maulana Abbas Al
Sahib assisted Maulanad AbdulHamid Is’haq Sahib greatly in the initial
stages of erecting the Azaadville Darul-Ulim, and up until his mubarak
demise, Maulanad Qasim Sahib had the concern and well-being of the
Darul-Ulim at heart.

/Oage 3

DEMISE: (YOU WILL DIE AS YOU LIVED)

As mentioned, Maulana Qasim Ali Sahib ,#: was very particular about the
Jumu’ah platform and he always made sure that he took maximum
advantage of it to impart the message of Din, to such an extent that he
literally gave his life for it. He also constantly advised all Ulama - especially
the young Ulama - not to be lax when it came to giving Jumu’ah lectures and
rendering the Khutbah. (Inna Lillahi wa Inna llaihi Ra’ji’Gn)

Maulanad Sayyid Q&sim Ali Sahib .. passed away in Masjid Tauhid,
Rynsoord, Benoni immediately after delivering the Jumu’ah lecture on the 7"
of Safar 1429 — 15" of February 2008, at the age of fifty six (56).

He always used to say that ‘| am going to pass away in the path of Allah #’.
And that is exactly what happened. He was afflicted with many illnesses for
the last four or five years of his life, but he never revealed this to anyone,
rather he bore it with patience and perseverance.

Maulana Qasim Sahib . lived for many years in Actonville, therefore, he
was very attached and fond of the people of Benoni. He loved them and had
a lot of time for them. Allah 4, through his Qudrat, made it such that he
rendered his last Jumu’ah among the people of his old locality, passed away
amongst them and is resting with them.

Acting upon his Wasiyyat (bequest), he was buried in the place where he
passed away, i.e. Rynsoord. The Janazah Saldh was led by his
brother-in-law, Hadrat Maulana AbdulHamid Is’haq Sahib. An approximate
crowd of five thousand people performed the Jandzah Salah of this great
Alim and Wali of Allah #. May Allah  fill his Qabar with Nar, elevate his
status and grant him His pleasure forever, Amin.

He is survived by his pious wife, three brothers, two sisters and nephews
and nieces.

May Allah % grant his wife and all his relatives Sabr-e-Jamil, Amin.

A request is made to one and all to convey as much isal-e-thawab as
possible to all the Marhimin from the Ummah of Ras(lullah # and especially
to Hadrat Maulana ..
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